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Hours of Worship 
 

- Morning Service: 10:00 AM         
- Divine Liturgy: 10:30 AM        
- Sunday Church School: 
 10:15 AM 
 

Come celebrate with 
Rev. Fr. Hakob Gevorgyan 

Upcoming Events 
 

Read what’s been happening at our 
church and be a part of what’s 

coming up! 
 

 

Pray Until Something Happens 
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BE THANKFUL TO GOD ALL THE TIME 
 
“Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and songs from the 
Spirit.  Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord. Always 
give thanks to God the Father for everything. Give thanks to him 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 5:19-20). 
 
It is always easy to be thankful to God when things are well in 
our life, for example, when we are happy, healthy, have food on 
our tables and a roof over our heads. Almost every time when we 
receive a gift we thank the person who gave us the gift or when 
someone helps us, again we thank that person.  
 
There are many examples of thankful people in the Bible. Let us 
remember a few of them. 
 
Jonah was trying to run away from God. Then he was sucked up 

by a whale. But God rescued him and Jonah recognized that. “Those who worship vain idols forsake their true loyalty. But 
I, with the voice of thanksgiving, will sacrifice to You” (Jonah 2:8-9).  
 
Moses who had a special relationship with the Creator of the universe thanked God several times; “The Lord is my 
strength and my might, and he has become my salvation; this is my God, and I will praise Him, my father’s God and I will 
exalt him” (Exodus 15:2). 
   
Mary, the Mother of Jesus visited her cousin Elizabeth who was with child. Then Mary praised God with these words, “My 
soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for He has looked with favor on the lowliness of His 
servant” (Luke 1:46-47).  
 
As most of us know, there are many unthankful people. Sometimes people are unthankful because they think that they 
are owed something; or sometimes they have everything and they don’t feel a need to be thankful to God; because they 
believe they have earned everything on their own without His help. 
 
Thankfulness should come from our hearts.  We should realize that God is the source of all the blessings in our life. He is 
the One who gives us life, strength, health, wisdom, wealth, ability and opportunities to be successful in life.  
 
Of course, it is very hard to 
be thankful when we have 
crisis or difficulties in our life. 
But an unthankful and 
unhappy heart is not going 
to help our situation or solve 
the problems we have. We 
should be thankful for 
difficult, as well as happy 
times in our life, because 
difficult times help us to grow 
and reflect on our life as to 
whether we are living 
according to God’s will. 
 
Dear Faithful, let us give 
thanks in everything; for this 
is God’s will for us in Christ 
Jesus. Amen 
(1Thessalonians 5:18). 
 
Rev. Fr. Hakob Gevorgyan 
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 
By John Hanamirian, Chair 
 
The fall has been filled with events. I said in the last issue that I was certain the 50th Anniversary would be a success and 
it was.  We also had a terrific Harvest Bazaar. Thank you again to the Torcomians, Mukalians and to the Harmons for 
leading those efforts and thank you, really thank you, to each person who provides any support whatsoever to our events.  
 

In that vein, we have been debating at Parish Council meetings the issue 
of whether to list the names of our Members in good standing, meaning 
those in the Congregation that are then current in their dues payment. 
Two schools of thought appear: (1) listing the names has the effect of 
ostracizing those who are not members; and (2) identifying members of 
an organization is commonplace and is an innocuous event. Think about 
it when you can.  
 
If you are not a member of the Church and you express strong opinions 
about certain issues and particularly those issues that involve the Church 
spending money, do the persons on the other side of your debate 
deserve to know whether you are a member or not? For example, we, as 
the P.C, have determined to do the following on, drumroll…..the “Elevator 

Issue.” We formed a committee as organizations always do, and the committee consists of Der Hayr, Larry D. Der 
Hagopian and Merle Santerian. I found that group to reflect an appropriate cross-section of our Church community and 
that we therefore assure that each part of the demographic population of our Church is represented in the process.  
 
We then engaged an architect and agreed to pay him up to $5,000.00 to prepare an analysis of the placement of any 
elevator in the building, the various costs of an elevator, including the construction costs and professional fees 
surrounding the elevator, and to provide a recommendation. The P.C. will then review that analysis and make its 
recommendation to the Parish to be considered at the next Assembly. The P.C. will provide the Parish with the 
information from the architect in advance of the Assembly.  
 
At the Assembly, eligible voting Members (again, those in the Congregation then current with their dues) can either vote 
on the elevator issue or determine how to otherwise proceed. As a further part of the dialogue, I want to propose to the 
Parish, again, in advance of the Assembly, that the Church will commit to providing a percentage portion of the monies 
needed for the elevator. We have not yet determined 
the percentage, but we will. The Church will then turn to 
the Parish to fund the balance of the project, should it 
proceed.  
 
The costs associated with the project, from the initial 
quotes, may reach a figure that is more than ten percent 
of our investments. That is a significant amount of 
money and a significant amount of our resources. We 
need to make that type of decision with deliberation and 
without emotion. Our decisions to spend money affect 
our Church community in many ways, but most 
significantly, (1) we cannot make decisions entirely from 
our hearts; and (2) we have to consider the longer term 
for our children and grandchildren. As I have said before, we have been fortunate to have literally a few families that gave 
us 50% of our invested money and the pipeline project which gave us the rest. There has not been other significant giving.  
 
When we decide this issue, and I really do not have a preference on whether we do the project or not, I ask respectfully 
that we consider the sources of the money we are voting to spend, or not. The Ananian Family gifts and all of the other 
church families’ gifts that comprise our investments are going to be depleted. We need to consider how we are going to 
restore those monies. Some may think - I am a member, I pay dues and I am voting and that is that. We have to consider, 
however, that again, we have a responsibility to the Church and a responsibility to the persons who gave to respect their 
gifts and to honor those in whose memory those gifts were made. Each of us has had a baptism, or a wedding, or a death 
and our gifts for each of those events is a part of the money we are voting to spend. It is not an imaginary pool of money. 
It is our money, yours and mine.  
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ABOUT OUR FAMILY  
With the summer came an opportunity for all of us to slow down and 
enjoy life at a more relaxed pace.  That included fewer activities at 
church, but now that we are back in full swing, it feels good to be “home” 
again! …. Unfortunately, for George Terkanian, it was not a good time.  
In the process of getting our church ready for our celebratory 50th 
anniversary event, he had the misfortune to fall from a ladder as he was 
replacing light bulbs in the church, causing serious injury to his foot.  As 
of this writing, he is better and we believe the worst is behind him.  
Antzadz Ullah, George….. As the saying goes - “hometown boy makes 
good.”  Tavit Murray did just that when he served up a feast at our very 
special 50thAnniversary banquet.  There were raves all around -
Tzerkerut Talar, Tav!....At the same time, we congratulate Tavit for his 
new restaurant affiliation – The Woodstone Tavern in South Jersey.  
Check it out – we’re told  it’s a jumpin’ place!....Please remember in your 
prayers those among us who are in various stages of illness or recovery: 
Virginia Shakarjian, Albert Santerian, Margie Arslanian, Anita 
Mirijanian, Harry Mirijanian, Christy Barone, George Medzigian and 
Albert Chapjian.  We wish them all well….Among the more serious of those people is Ed Zarzatian, Jr., who underwent 
several emergency surgeries for a critical diverticulitis attack.  He was hospitalized for many weeks including a stay in the 
ICU for a good part of that time.  He is now home and recovering under the loving care of his family.  Continue praying for 
him.…Congratulations to Patty and Vaughn Alexanian, who celebrated their anniversary last month – we missed that 
one in our listing last issue….Our sympathies go out to Carol Temoyan and Berj Yeretzian and their families on the 
passing of their mother and sister, Berjouhy Paroonagian Gallo. She was a lifelong Holy Trinity member before moving 
to Florida….We also share in the sorrow of Florence Boyajian on the passing of her daughter, Janice Pinkerton, after a 
lengthy illness.  Losing a child at any age is a loss without measure….A grandfather is someone very special and we 
extend our sympathy to Emily Movsessian on the passing of her grandfather in Detroit.  May all those people who have 
lost a loved one strongly feel the comfort and peace of the Holy Spirit……Forty years is a long time to which Chris and 
Ernie Peacock can attest as they celebrated their 40th anniversary on a two-week European cruise that was, in their 
words, FABULOUS!   Yergar Dareener!....A bundle of joy now resides at the April and Kevin Wiker household as they 
welcomed their first-born, Timothy James.  Much happiness to all of you, including Grandpop Butch Kumkumian…. 
Robin Barone continues to WOW us in her new affiliation with iFund Women, a ground-breaking company founded by 
brilliant women who want to increase access to capital for women in their entrepreneurial endeavors.  Her 
accomplishments continue!.... A salute to Ani Gooshian who, for the last three years in a row, has spent extended time in 
Armenia helping to teach school children.  This year the program expanded to “train the trainers.”  Bravo, Ani.…..We now 
enter the season of loving, caring and sharing.  May you all be blessed during this season of the Holy Birth of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ.  Chrisdos Dznav yev Haynetzav. 
 

ADDRESS CHANGES AND/OR ADDITIONS 
 

Garo & Bertha Sekdorian 
342 Garden Park Blvd. 
Cherry Hill NJ 08002 
Garo cell 917-226-7777 
Bertha cell 610-209-6528 
 
Emily Movsesian 
145 S 13th St Apt 605 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
 

Marguerite Donoian 
114 Hayes Mill Road 
Apt. B-313 
Atco, NJ 08004 
856-809-7407 
 
Eric Silk 
3305 Rogers Walk 
Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054 
 

Rita Stepanian 
406 Lower State Road 
North Wales, PA 19454 
 

Serge and Adrienne Minassian 
201 Redwood Street 
Dresher, PA 19025 
 

Steve and Nancy Hovnanian 
700 Lippincott Avenue 
Moorestown, NJ 08057 

SHARING FAMILY NEWS 
2016 has been a year of continual celebration for Gary and Sue DerHagopian.  January 
began with the celebration of their 35th anniversary.  In August, their son Jimmy married 
Aline Markarian at the cathedral in NYC, followed by an over-the-top festive reception.  Just 
weeks later, with the entire family in tow, a party bus to Brigantine for a treasure hunt to find 
her “treasure” and a proposal on the beach.  Their son Gary popped the question and a 
happy Nina Shahikian said, “Yes!”  Next stop Las Vegas for a long weekend in October to 
celebrate Gary Sr's. 60th birthday.  Lots of fun, festivity and celebration continues with a 
wedding in 2017.  Achgerneed Louys! 
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MY ST. VARTAN CAMP EXPERIENCE 
By Peter Ohnigian 
 

With winter approaching, what an appropriate time it 
would be for me to reflect on a summer memory. Last 
summer was my last year as a CIT (Counselor-in-
Training) at St. Vartan Camp, and I had a great time. I 
was a CIT for the teen boys. They were an energetic 
group of kids that I had enjoyed bonding with through the 
two weeks. I got to see many old friends who I had not 
seen since Sports Weekend or last year at camp. 
Meeting these friends is one of the greatest parts of 
going to camp. These are the people that I will know for 
my whole life as 
I will see them 
at many events 
such as Sports 
Weekend and 
other retreats.  
 

My early years 
at St. Vartan 
Camp were 
definitely my favorites. The staff was all awesome 
people that wanted us to have as much fun as they did. 
They were the reason that I found myself going back 
year after year. It was never easy to say goodbye at the 
end of our stay every year at camp. I didn’t exactly see 
myself becoming a CIT but after my last year as a 
camper, I knew I wasn’t ready to say goodbye to this 
amazing camp. The beautiful landscape, great people, 
and amazing program always make me excited to come 
back for more. 
 

This is why I recommend St. Vartan Camp to anyone 
who is considering sending their kids to camp next 
summer. They will meet lifelong friends and get more in 
touch with their faith through the time they spend at 
camp. I guarantee you they will never forget it! 
 

GRADUATE UPDATE 
We incorrectly reported in the last issue that Ashot 
Balasanyan was taking an extended time off following 
his high school graduation.  We happily report that Ashot 
is indeed currently attending Bucks County Community 
College and will be transferring to Temple University 
once he has met the credit requirements. His field of 
study is Kinesiology and his ultimate goal will be to work 
with people who need support, both physically and 
mentally.  Bravo, Ashot! 
 

NOTE of THANKS 
Dear Der Hayr and our Holy Trinity Family, 
 

Thank you for all of your thoughts, prayers, calls and 
concern when our son and brother, Ed Zarzatian, was 
hospitalized. We truly appreciated your support during 
this difficult time 
 

Love, 
Rosemary Zarzatian and Jordan and Keytanjian Families 

OBITUARY – FLORENCE ALTOONIAN 
 
Florence (Kazigian) Altoonian passed away peacefully 
on the morning of September 14, 2016 (age 93) at the 
Lutheran Home in Moorestown, NJ.  She was 
predeceased by our father, Charles, who passed away 
in 2004.  She is survived by her brother Richard 
Kazigian, children Gary Altoonian, Karen Zimmerman 
and Connie Huber, five grandchildren and nine great 
grandchildren. 
  

Mom learned to play the piano in her early adult years 
and was an avid bridge player.  She was a dedicated 
member of Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church 
where she was a member of the Ladies Guild and 
actively volunteered for many events including the Folk 
Fair, dance recitals and bazaars.  Along with our 
grandparents, Yeznig and Victoria Kazigian, Mom was 
an active member of the AGBU and was very involved 
with the cotillions.  During the time when Mom & Dad 
lived in Las Vegas, they recalled many fond memories of 
their days at Holy Trinity and maintained their 
membership and also contributed to the stewardship 
program. 
 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Holy Trinity 
Armenian Apostolic Church. 
 

Thanks to everyone for their kind expressions of 
sympathy.  They have meant a great deal to us. 
  

Sincerely and with Deep Gratitude, 
Gary, Karen & Connie 

 
 

FUNERALS  
AROUSIAG KELYAN entered into her eternal rest on 
September 12, 2016. Funeral services were held on 
September 21, 2016 at Holy Trinity. The officiating clergy 
for the service was The Rev. Fr. Hakob Gevorgyan. 
 

BERJOUHE GALLO entered into her eternal rest on 
September 19, 2016. Funeral services were held on 
September 24, 2016 at Holy Trinity. The officiating clergy 
for the service was The Rev. Fr. Hakob Gevorgyan. 
 

PHILIP KAZANJIAN entered into his eternal rest on 
October 10, 2016. Funeral services were held on 
October 15, 2016 at Holy Trinity. The officiating clergy 
for the service was The Rev. Fr. Hakob Gevorgyan. 
 

JANICE BOYAJIAN PINKERTON entered into her 
eternal rest on November 10, 2016. Funeral services 
were held on November 15, 2016 at Perinchief Chapels. 
The officiating clergy for the service was The Rev. Fr. 
Hakob Gevorgyan. 
 

HARRY KALAFIAN entered into his eternal rest on 
November 24, 2016. Funeral services were held on 
November 28, 2016 at Lawnview Cemetery. The 
officiating clergy for the service was The Rev. Fr. Hakob 
Gevorgyan. 
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BAPTISMS 
 

October 29, 2016: (left) 
OLIVIA ELIZABETH TORCOMIAN 
Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Toros Torcomian 
Godfather: Christopher Torcomian 
Godmother: Armina Jayawant 
 
October 29, 2016: (left) 
EVE VERONICA TORCOMIAN 
Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Toros Torcomian 
Godfather: Christopher Torcomian 
Godmother: Ana Torcomian 
 
November 5, 2016: (right) 
ERIK GRANT MARTIROSYAN 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Artur Martirosyan  
Godfather: Adrian Talapan 
Godmother: Erna Talapan 
 

 
 
November 5, 2016: (left) 
TIGRAN MARAT MARTIROSYAN 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Artur Martirosyan  
Godfather: Armen Petrosyan 
Godmother: Lena Petrosyan 
 
November 6, 2016: (right) 
EVELYN MARIA BEKIAN 
Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Art Bekian 
Godfather: Gagik Virabyan 
Godmother: Lyudmyla Voronkova 
 
November 6, 2016: (right) 
ELLYSA ANNA BEKIAN 
Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Art Bekian 
Godfather: Gagik Virabyan 
Godmother: Lyudmyla Voronkova 
 
 
November 13, 2016: (left)  
GABRIEL KAFALMAZYAN 
Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Vahe Kafalmazyan 
Godfather: David Kafalmazyan 
Godmother: Anna Vedenskaya 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

… and this water symbolizes 

baptism that now saves you 

also—not the removal of dirt 

from the body but the pledge 

of a clear conscience toward 

God. It saves you by the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

 

1 Peter 3:21 
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On February 21 (two days before Vartanantz),  
the Armenian Church commemorates the group of saints called Levontian Fathers. 

The following is a reflection by Deacon Albert Keshgegian: 
 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 
fade – kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is 
ready to be revealed in the last time.  In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to 
suffer grief in all kinds of trials.  These have come so that your faith – of greater worth than gold, which perishes even 
though refined by fire – may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 
revealed.  Though you have not seen him you love him; and even though you do not see him now you believe in him 
and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your 
souls.  1 Peter 1:3-9 

 

A diamond doesn’t become brilliant, hard and precious until after many years of intense heat and pressure.  Gold must 
be melted at high temperatures in order to remove impurities before it can be made into beautiful jewelry.  Iron must be 
heated in a blast furnace to remove impurities and form the alloys that make steel strong, tough, and so useful.  So it is 
sometimes with our faith. 
 

Our faith is of greater worth to God than gold, more precious than diamonds, more useful than steel.  But sometimes 
circumstances combine to test our faith.  Trials come into our lives, bringing times of adversity.  These may lead us to 
question the promises of God or even his very existence.  But just as diamonds, gold, and steel become harder, more 
beautiful, and more useful by the processes they must go through, so also our faith can become stronger and be 
proved genuine by going through trials in our lives. 
 

God helps us get through these times of trial by shielding us in his power, helping us to keep our faith, until the day that 
Christ returns.  God gave us his son Jesus and he, through his resurrection, gave us a gift that is perfect.  A gift that 
will never perish, spoil, or fade.  A gift that is being kept in heaven for us who have faith: the salvation of our souls and 
eternal life with God.  Our faith assures us of this gift and fills us with inexpressible and glorious joy in anticipation of 
receiving it, no matter what trials we may be facing in our lives. 
 

The Levontian Fathers felt this joy, even though their lives were filled with great adversity.  This group of clergymen 
lived at the time of the Battle of Vartanantz.  They are named after the priest Levontius (Ghevont Yerets) and also 
include Catholicos Hovsep, Bishops Sahag and Tatig, Priests Mousheh, Arshen, Manuel, Abraham, and Khoren, and 
Deacons Kachach and Abraham. 
 

The Levontian Fathers participated in the Council of Artashat, which wrote the reply to the demands of the Persian king 
that Armenians adopt paganism.  As part of that reply St. Vartan and his followers said to the king: 
 

We are ready to serve you; we are ready to put to your disposition all we have; we are even ready to fight for you and 
to shed our blood for the empire…but when it comes to our eternal salvation, there is nothing you or your priests can 
do…your religion is a lie and should be laughed at…ours alone is true and teaches the love of God and of men…we 
cannot worship the sun and the moon and the wind and fire. 

 

Ghevont Yerets was one of the primary leaders against the Persian king.  He had led an uprising against the Persian 
priests who had come to Armenia to convert churches into fire temples.  Before the Battle of Vartanantz he addressed 
the soldiers and exhorted them to sacrifice themselves for the sake of God’s immortal power, as Jesus had sacrificed 
himself for us.  Ghevont Yerets has been called the soul of the movement of Christian resistance. 
 

The Levontian Fathers were martyred in the wilderness (so that their people could not obtain their relics) a few years 
after the Vartanantz battle, on July 25, 454.  They were martyred for the strength of faith and their love for the 
Armenian nation. 
 

Christian Armenia has continued to face adversity through the years.  Persians were followed by Arabs, who in turn 
were followed by Turks, and, most recently, communists.  Centuries of domination and subjugation, culminating in 
massacres and genocide.  Despite all this, Armenians have clung fast to their Christian faith and have persevered.  
Their faith has been tested time and time again, but adversity has made it grow only stronger.  And through it all, the 
Armenian nation has continually thanked God for our hope of life and an inheritance in heaven, given to us by the 
resurrection of his Son. 
 

We all have ups and downs in our lives.  We all encounter times of trial that are difficult to get through and that test our 
faith.  We need to remember what the Levontian priests knew and what Armenians have felt through the centuries.  
Facing difficult times is not a reason to give up on our faith.  It’s an opportunity to allow our faith to grow stronger, to 
take comfort in the promises God has given us, and to feel the inexpressible inner joy of living, not as the world 
proposes, but as God wants. 



 

 

 

 
Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church 

Cheltenham, Pennsylvania 

Christmas Services 2017 
 

 

Thursday, January 5, 2017 
Christmas Eve 

7:00 PM Divine Liturgy 
Followed by a House Blessing in the Hall 

Please bring food to share during the fellowship hour  
 
 

Friday, January 6, 2017 
Christmas Day 

10:30 AM Divine Liturgy 

 
 

Sunday, January 8, 2017 
10:30 AM Divine Liturgy 

Followed by Blessing of the Water  
Godfather: Greg Meranshian 



Holy Trinity Church School 
Christmas Pageant 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sunday, January 8, 2017 
In Sanctuary following Badarak & Blessing of Water 

 

(Special Fellowship Coffee Hour in Church Hall) 
 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church ● 101 Ashmead Road ● Cheltenham, PA  
Rev. Fr. Hakob Gevorgyan, Pastor 
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DAY OF CELEBRATION AT NEW CAMPUS OF ST. NERSESS SEMINARY 
 
On November 12, 2016, over 30 members from Holy Trinity attended a historic event – the official opening and 
consecration of St. Hagop Chapel at St. Nersess Armenian Seminary in Armonk, NY.  The service was officiated by His 
Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians, assisted by His Eminence Archbishop Khajag 
Barsamian, Primate of the Eastern Diocese 
and His Eminence Archbishop Hovnan 
Derderian, Primate of the Western Diocese. 
 
The day began with a campus blessing 
where each building in St. Nersess was 
individually blessed and the official ribbon 
cutting upon His Holiness’ arrival.  His 
Holiness then consecrated the Chapel and 
the program began with a video tribute and 
a message by His Holiness. 
 
In his message, His Holiness stated that St. 
Nersess “was founded to prepare a 
generation of clergy, so that their service 
would keep the spiritual and national 
identity of our people firm in the diversity of 
life in these United States, so that the light 
of faith, love and faithfulness to our culture 
and sacred values would remain 
unquenchable in the souls of the Armenian 
children.” 
 
Parishioners from Holy Trinity enjoyed the reception and mingled with other members of the Armenian Church, recalling 
their own personal experiences with the seminary.   Very Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan recalled, “The first time I entered into 
St. Nersess Seminary I was 15 years old and didn’t have any clue about the seminary.  Later, it became my home where I 
got a Christian education and also decided to become a Clergyman and serve my Church,”  
 
Der Hakob added that “the day was very inspiring and uplifting.  The official opening and consecration of St. Nersess 
Seminary was a great success.  It is the only Armenian Seminary in North America which not only prepares new priests 
for the Armenian Church but also educates our youth with Christian values.  The Seminary will help many to learn God's 
Word and enlighten others." 
 
Interesting Facts About St. Nersess Seminary: 

� St. Nersess Armenian Seminary was established in 1961 through the vision of Archbiship Tiran Nersoyan of 
blessed memory.   

� First located in Evanston, Illinois, it then relocated to New Rochelle, New York, and  is now in Armonk, New 
York.   

� Since its inception, three bishops, 37 priests and six lay ministers have graduated from St. Nersess and are in 
full-time service to the Armenian Church today. 

� St. Nersess also has a strong youth outreach program.  It is estimated that more than 6,000 young people 
have benefited spiritually and culturally from the summer conferences that started in 1963. 

 
The seminary is a critical part of the Armenian Church, especially in America, and requires the support of our community.  
To learn more about St. Nersess or to make a donation, please visit www.stnersess.edu. 
 

Preparing leaders for service in the 

Armenian Church since 1961. 
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CHURCH SCHOOL UPDATE  
 

The Holy Trinity Church School began September 11th with two programs—
language education (5 classes) and Christian education (7 classes). Yn. Anna 
Gevorgyan continues as Superintendent of the language program, and we 
welcome Patti Smith as the new Superintendent of our Christian education 
program. Our enrollment as of December is 76! 
 

On registration day, the students were treated to a surprise "Sundaes on 
Sunday" ice-cream celebration. A special thanks to Kim Santerian and her 
committee for the yummy treats. And a special thank you to our very 
dedicated staff and parents for such a smooth start.  
 

Our first Communion Sunday was October 2nd.  Before communion, Merle 
Santerian held an assembly for grades K-3 teaching them Hayr Mer and 
church etiquette. Following communion, the parish and Church school were 
treated to a delicious breakfast prepared by the men and boys of our church 
school family.   
 

We are very excited about our Acolytes initiative which is being coordinated by 
Talene Peckjian, our Grade 4-5 teacher. Thanks to a directive from the Primate, we have included girls up to the age of 12 
in the program. The first group of acolytes has already received several training sessions with Fr. Hakob. 
 

Sunday, December 11th was our annual event with Santa with entertainment provided by D.J. Nick and a visit from St. 
Nick.  There was no shortage of fun and everyone left with the spirit of Christmas upon us. 
 

Just a reminder there will be no classes on Sunday, December 25th and Sunday, January 1st. The New Year brings our 
Christmas Pageant on Sunday, January 8th under the direction of Yn. Anna Gevorgyan and Mariana Majian. 
 

Sunday, February 26th is our last Communion Sunday before Easter. It will also be the start of our Lenten Drive and Poon 
Paregentan celebration. 
 

Thanks to all of our Holy Trinity family for your support and love of our children. 
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THE LADIES of HOLY TRINITY 
By Liz Barone 
 

Summer ended and it was time to 
begin a more active schedule at 
church once again and great to see 
each other when so many were 
away from church more often than 
not during those months.   
 

In September a group of about thirty 
journeyed to New York by chartered 
bus to visit the sight of our country’s 
most devastating tragedy – Ground 
Zero in New York….the sight of the 
World Trade Centers.  It was a 
dreary day weather-wise, which 
matched the spirit of what we would 
view and continue to absorb these 
many years later.   But at the same 
time, we were able to see the 
greatness of the American people as 
they became a part of the rescue 
effort, without thought for their own 
well-being.  It was a solemn outing, but one which was important for us to see.   
 

As we left the museum and walked past the Memorial Reflecting Pools, the sun was shining on us. We were at peace and 
filled with love and pride for our country.  On the way home, we shared a congenial meal in fellowship with each other, 
filled with the hope that only God can give us in trying circumstances. 
 

Wasn’t our annual Fall Festival Bazaar just grand!!!!  Hats off to Barbara Harmon!! She assumed the responsibility and 
assembled an able-bodied crew of volunteers. If you were one of them, thank you for supporting our church. If you were 
not, please consider joining the team next fall. Not only will you practice valuable stewardship, you will get acquainted with 
members of our parish that you may have seen in church but had not the opportunity to get to know better. 
 

Our Breast Cancer Awareness Month was a success. We collected $125 in loose change. A check was sent to FAR to 
support Women’s Health Care in Armenia. We will repeat collecting loose change in December. That collection will be 
forwarded to Armenia to be used at Vanadzor, the home for the aged. We appreciate the generosity of our parishioners. 
 

With the rush of holiday activities, we took time to visit Cairnwood, the Pitcairn home in Bryn Athyn. Participating in 
activities outside the church provide us with relaxing opportunities to enjoy each other’s company. We also look forward to 
returning to the Sculpture Garden in New Jersey in the spring when we will have all thawed out from the winter’s cold 
weather. 
 

On a more serious note, we extend our sincerest sympathy to Florence Boyajian on the loss of her beloved daughter, 
Janice Pinkerton, after a lengthy illness. May God bless her with eternal peace. 
 

The cold winter is upon us but, hopefully, it will not be so nasty as to keep us away from our church family, participating in 
worship and fellowship.  Stay safe and warm!  
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ACYOA, JRS. COLUMBUS DAY SPORTS WEEKEND 2016 
By Peter Ohnigian 
 

On Columbus Day weekend, Holy Trinity and St. Sahag’s ACYOA, Jrs. competed in 
the annual Sports Weekend competition among other parishes. This year Sports 
Weekend was held here in Philly.  
 

On Friday all of the participants arrived with their parishes at St. Sahag and St. Mesrob 
Church in Wynnewood, PA. They checked in before meeting their host families from 
Philly. Many old friends were reunited and it was clear that many ACYOA, Jrs. were 
excited for the weekend. After everyone arrived, there was a short vespers service and 
then all the participants went home with their host families.  
 

On Saturday, the first day of sports began when everyone met at the sports complex. 
After a full day of sports, everyone went back to their host families for dinner. After 
dinner, the ACYOA Jrs. went to the dance. Everyone had a great time and I’m sure 
many people were excited to wind down after a long day of playing sports and dancing. 
Everyone enjoyed a full day of competition and fellowship.  
 

On Sunday, church service was held at St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Church. After church 
service, everyone went back to the sports complex to play the final rounds of each 
sport. The championship games were very competitive and all went down to the wire. 
The day ended with a banquet, awards ceremony, and dance. Philly ended 
the weekend with 2nd place in futsal and volleyball! We all had a great time 
and are very excited for the next Sports Weekend in May! 
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 After visiting so many florists, it was a relief to find someone who could  

 work with  my ideas and just make them that much better. Thank you for  

 helping me make my special day so beautiful and elegant.” 

 - Bea C. April 2009 

 

  
Whether you’re inspired by the latest trends or want a fresh twist on a timeless classic, we get to know 
your desired vision!  It is our goal to translate that into the flowers for your celebrated event, while pre-

serving your budget.  Blake Florists and Decorators makes any occasion intimate or grand, an event with 

distinct style that stands apart from the rest.  Our design team uses only superior quality flowers at their 

peak of freshness, bloom and maturity to ensure they will be exquisite throughout the day.     

Weddings and Events…. 
      Beyond Beautiful!!  

 5 Huntingdon Pike .  Rockledge . PA     .   19046 

  www.blakeflorist.com   

Full Service 

Draping 

Lighting 

Invitations 

Chuppa and Arch Rentals 

Linen Rentals 

Budget Proposals 

Candelabra Rentals 

Ladies Room Baskets  

Out of Town Gift Bags   

Extensive Vendor Referral List 

Place Card and Menu Printing 
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CHELTENHAM PARISH PROMOTES VOLUNTEERISM 
On Sundays, October 9 and 16, the Lay Ministry Team at Holy Trinity Church in Cheltenham, PA held a first-time 
volunteer fair (similar to a job fair) during coffee hour called the “Sunday of Talents”.  The October 9 sermon reflected on 
the Gospel of the day with 
the retelling of the poor 
widow giving out of her 
extreme poverty and then 
continued by encouraging 
people to give their time, 
talent and treasure to the 
church. Parishioners were 
reminded that all that we 
have comes from God and 
what He asks from us is to 
return a small portion of it 
for His Kingdom. 
 
During the program, 
representatives from the 
parish’s various 
organizations and ministries 
spoke individually to those 
who were interested in 
getting more information on 
how to get involved.  The 
seven activities that were 
represented were: Altar 
Service, Choir, Care Ministry, Church School, Epistle Reader, Outreach Ministry and Ladies of Holy Trinity.  The idea 
behind the event seemed to generate great interest and, as a result, several of the areas did recruit new volunteers. 
 

FUND FOR ARMENIAN RELIEF: AN OVERVIEW 
The Fund for Armenian Relief (FAR) oversees several programs in 
Armenia: a home for the elderly, a soup kitchen, a children's center, 
a technology school and more. Good work, excellent leadership, and 
loving devotion is exhibited by the staffs working at all FAR 
initiatives. Their programs fall into six categories: 
 

1. Economic Development: (1) The Gyumri Information Technology Center (GTech); (2) Breaking the Cycle of Poverty 
Program (BCPP).  
 

2. Child Protection: (1) The FAR Children’s Center; (2) Children of Armenia Sponsorship Program (CASP).  
 

3. Healthcare Programs: (1) Continuing Medical Education (CME) Program; (2) Childhood malnutrition targeted through 
Breaking the Cycle of Poverty: Developing Thriving Communities (BCPP).  
 

4. Education: (1) The Armenian National Science and Education Fund (ANSEF); (2) FAR’s scholarship program; (3) The 
school rehabilitation project.  
 

5. Social Services: (1) The Vanadzor Old Age Home (VOAH); (2) Soup kitchens.  
 

6. AYO! raises funds for local development projects exclusively proposed by Armenians for Armenians.  
 

Future issue of the LOOYS will feature specifics on each of these program. In the meantime, for more information and to 
find out how you can help, go to: www.farusa.org. 
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ABOVE AND BEYOND 
When the parishioners and other guests entered our banquet hall on the day of our 50th 
anniversary celebration, there were oohs and aahs galore as everyone saw the transformation 
that had taken place with the painting of the entire room in coordinating hues, accenting the 
wainscot picture frames and more. Artashes Danielyan and his crew worked tirelessly - almost 
around the clock - in order to have the work completed by Celebration Day with amazing results. 
He was not only the project manager, but he skillfully guided us through color selections; and 
beyond that, the costs to the church were enormously less than the going rate for such a huge 
project.  Thank you, Artash, for giving us a picture-perfect banquet hall as we begin our next fifty 
years.  You truly did go “above and beyond”! 
 

STEWARDSHIP IN ACTION 
We continue to be indebted to those of our members who provide services, in their 
particular areas of expertise, at no cost to the church.  In this issue, we would like to 
thank:  

� Gagik Hovhanissyan - who repaired the microwave in our kitchen, which is used 
often.  This kind of appliance is usually not “repairable” but Gagik proved us wrong! 

� Richard Mukalian III  - who enhanced the speakers in the choir loft for much better 
amplification! 

� Kim Willard of Economy Roofing – who provided much ongoing repair to roof 
leaks.  He is always responsive to our needs! 

� George Terkanian and Garo Garibian – who changed all the lightbulbs in the 
church – a major undertaking, to be sure! 
 

SHOEBOXES GALORE! 
Thank you to all who participated in Operation Christmas Child – both those 
who have done it frequently in the past and first-time box-fillers.  As everyone 
probably knows by now, this project provides shoeboxes filled with goodies 
and small treats to children all over the world including Armenia – usually the 
only gift a child will receive.  Since beginning this outreach twelve years ago, 
we have filled a total of 883 boxes, which includes 72 for this year. Heartfelt 
appreciation goes not only to those who filled shoeboxes but also to those who 
made monetary donations to help in this worthy endeavor.  You are bringing 
joy to a child with so little but the blessing will be yours! 
 

Some  

Of 

the 

participants 

of 

the 

Fall 

Bible 

Study 

series 
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VRAIM FUNERAL HOME, INC. 
 

(610) 449-7770 
 
 

Anthony J. Vraim, Supervisor         

Michael Vraim, FD. 

David Vraim, FD. 

Albert M. LaBricciosa, FD.           

 

 

 

 

 

 

66 S. State Road 

Upper Darby, PA 19082 

www.wraimfh.com 
 

 

 

 
 

January 5 Armenian Christmas Eve Service 
  Home Blessing & Fellowship 
January 6 Armenian Christmas  
January 8 Water Blessing Service 
  Christmas Pageant 
January 15 Day of Remembrance 
February 12 Dyaruntarach-Blessing of Married Couples 
February 19 Parish Assembly 
February 26 Poon Paregentan 
February 27 First day of Lent 
March 5 Parish Assembly – 1st snow date 
March 12 Parish Assembly – 2nd snow date 
March 25 Parish Retreat  
   

“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, 
faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.”  1 Peter 4:10 
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MEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

January 
Lucy Aghazarian - 1 
May Arzoumanian – 1 
Joyce Hoyle - 2 
Kimberly Der Hagopian - 4 
Drew Doudoukjian - 4 
Serge Minassian - 4 
Andrea Minassian - 5 
Mark Santerian - 5 
Alec Yeretzian - 5 
Laura Temoyan - 6 
Nicole Santerian - 7 
Berj Yeretzian, Sr – 7 
Stepan Andonian - 8 
Alexander Arzoumanian - 8 
Naomi Mukalian - 8 
Diane Williames - 8 
Lori Sarkisian – 9 
Lucine King - 10 
Rose Carlucci - 13 
Fred Jordan - 13 
Sona Nalbandian - 13 
Arax Gargan - 16 
Victoria Gureghian - 16 
Larry Grocott - 17 
Amy Terkanian - 17 
Dylan Santerian - 18 
Halle Santerian – 18 
Luceen Attarian - 21 
Albert Chapjian - 21 
Ella Hanamirian - 22 
Nareg Kaprielian - 22 
Albert Keshgegian – 22 
Gavin Pica - 22 
John Williames - 22 
Daniel Aslanian - 23 
Betty Hovsepian - 24 
Hagop Arzoumanian - 25 
Sophia Carnevale – 26 
Martin Gutchigian - 28 
Gay Hagopian - 29 
John Hanamirian - 30 
Pauline Dedeian - 31

February 
Rev Fr Hakob Gevorgyan – 2 
Aren Torcomian - 2 
Frederick Jordan, Jr - 3 
Rimma Rafiyeva - 3 
Anna Hanamirian - 4 
Michael Santerian – 4 
Alik Oflazian - 5 
Kyle Burrows - 6 
Eileen Carr - 6 
Michael Hajatian, Jr – 6 
Melanie Minassian - 7 
Gregory Yazujian - 7 
Ashley Radell - 8 
Van Injaian – 9 
Mickey Sherian - 9 
Michael Hajatian – 10 
Franklin Vartanian - 10 
Patil Boghosian – 11 
Margaret Leck - 14 
Mark Kalenian – 14 
Ricky Mukalian - 14 
Ayshe Chakmaklian – 15 
Vartan Gevorgyan - 15 
Pearl Jamgochian – 17 
Wilson Theobald - 17 
Gale Zorian - 17 
John Bandaian - 18 
Gloria Basmajian – 18 
Timothy Gargan – 18 
Manoug Hovhannesian - 18 
Alexander Balint - 20 
Janice Kapeghian King - 20 
Edward Tatoian - 20 
Brenda Yazujian - 21 
George Arslanian - 22 
Jonathon Tancredi - 22 
Diran Alexanian - 23 
Russ Tandourjian - 23 
Michael Yazujian - 23 
Tamara Brod – 25 
Shooshig Oflazian - 27 
Doretta Aslanian – 28

March 
Doris Alahverde - 1 
John Arslanian – 1 
Michael Damerjian - 1 
Paul Movsesian - 1 
Peter Ohnigian - 1 
Toros Torcomian - 1 
Deran Maloumian - 2 
Miles Hanamirian - 3 
Barbara Papazian – 3 
John Leck - 4 
Gary DerHagopian, Jr - 5 
Gary Papazian, Jr - 6 
John Kash - 6 
Casey Baldadian - 7 
Michael Tookmanian – 7 
Braxton Pica - 10 
Robin Bilazarian - 11 
Florence Boyajian - 12 
Francesca Torcomian -12 
Kevin Kalustyan - 13 
Jaclyn King - 13 
Nishan Boyajian - 14 
Scott King – 14 
Robert Damerjian – 15 
Benjamin Asadoorian - 17 
Mikenzie Juskalian - 20 
Nancy Hovnanian - 21 
Ara Arzoumanian - 22 
Michael Juskalian - 22 
Virginia Kouyoumjian - 22 
Melody Damerjian - 23 
Michael Santerian - 23 
Robert Damerjian, Sr - 24 
Michael Paretchan, Jr. - 24 
Terri Sadjian-Mears – 25 
Brenda Jilajian - 26 
Mary Yeretzian - 26 
Skye Jilajian - 27 
Mariett Kalenian – 29 

 

MEMBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
 

January 
Peter & Rosaleen Oskanian 1/6/2001 
Richard & Rose Carlucci 1/10/1954       
Michael & Tanya Paretchan 1/15/1972       
Tom & Barbara Harmon  1/21/2006        
Richard & Helen Kazigian 1/25/1953        
Diran & Andrea Alexanian 1/29/2000 
Gary & Susan DerHagopian 1/31/1981      
 
February 
Alex & Annabelle Alexanian 2/4/????                
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IN LIEU OF FLOWERS 
 

ROBERT TEMOYAN 
Jake and Gina Terkanian                                                                 
NEW TOTAL: $6,480.00 
 
HAIG HAGOPIAN 
Richard Kazigian 
NEW TOTAL: $11,015.00 
 
DEBORAH HANAMIRIAN 
Margaret Lulejian and Family                                                        
David and Lisa Semerjian                                                              
Jake and Gina Terkanian                                                               
NEW TOTAL: $8,681.00 
 
PATRICK KILLIAN 
Peter and Robin Bilazarian 
Hovag and Mayda Cakiryan 
Albert and Valerie DerPilbosian 
Dina Kazanjian, Charles Simonian 
& Family                                                                                         
Berjoohy Murray 
Fredda Satinsky                                                                              
Jake and Gina Terkanian                                                                 
Harry and Stephanie Vartanian                                                                                                                                                             
Kim and Gena Willard                                                                    
NEW TOTAL: $5,890.00 
 
DIRAMAYR HRIPSIME AIVAZIAN 
Robert and Elizabeth Barone 
Larry and Kim Der Hagopian  
Albert Kapeghian and Family                                                                                                                   
Rev. Fr. and  

Mrs. Yeprem Kelegian                                                
Deacon Mark and Margaret Shirin 
George and Anne Terkanian                                                                                                                                                                 
Kim and Gena Willard                                                                    
NEW TOTAL: $3,025.00 
 
BERJOUHE GALLO 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Ajemian                                                       
Mr. and Mrs. Vaughn Alexanian                                                       
Mamas Alexanian                                                                         
Gary and Eileen Altoonian                                                               
Jeanie Amerkanian  

And Richard Goulian                                            
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Attarian  
Dyan Ayjian                                                                                                                                             
Bakalian Family                                                                             
Robert and Elizabeth Barone                                                            
Nancy and Gloria Basmajian                                                           

Gary Berberian                                                                                
Berj Bosnian                                                                                    
David and Marta Brann                                                                    
Jenev Chakamian                                                                           
Ronald Chakmakian & Family                                                        
John Chalikian                                                                                
Albert and Pauline Chapjian                                                     
John and Sona Damergy                                                           
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Damerjian Sr.                                                 
Janis and Bob Dennis                                                                 
Larry and Jeanette Der Hagopian                                                 
Richard and Diane Doudoukjian                                                 
John Eskandarian                                                                     
Berdj and Katherine Feredjian                                                   
Garo and Cece Garibian                                                                
Bob and Sara Hagopian                                                               
Gay, Tina and Marie Hagopian                                                    
Lynn and Michael Hajatian                                                            
John Hanamirian                                                                        
David Hoplamazian                                                                     
Dawn and Ara Hourdajian                                                                
Stephen and Nancy Hovnanian                                                       
John and Vivian Hovsepian                                                          
Greg and Maria Javardian                                                           
Rose Jehanian                                                                            
Corinne and Steven Kachigian                                                     
Albert Kapeghian                                                                           
John Kash                                                                                  
Richard Kazigian                                                                           
Mr. and Mrs. Diran Keytanjian                                                    
Joyce Killian                                                                                
Rose Kirian                                                                                 
Aram Kumkumian                                                                        
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kurkjian                                                
Lulejian Family                                                                           
Glenn and Sona Markarian                                                          
Dave and Terri Mears                                                                      
Gerald and Lucille Mikaelian                                                           
Veronica Monokian                                                                         
Lori Montgomery                                                                          
Berjoohy Murray                                                                          
Don and Judy Paretchan                                                                 
Bob and Diane Paretchan                                                             
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest J. Peacock                                                     
Linda Parnagian Preske                                                               
Jennifer and John Plessas                                                           
Hacik Sariminasyan                                                                       
Mary Sarkisian                                                                               
Frank and Mary Jane Schwarz                                                       
Keana and Doreen Serposs                                                         

Zev Shakarjian                                              
Rich and Alice Shakarjian                             
Charlene and Jon Simonian                         
George and Anne Terkanian                        
Jake and Gina Terkanian                             
Angel Tookmanian                                        
Ellen Turnamian  

and Robert Karanfilian                     
Jack Vishab                                                  
Richard and Linda Vishab                            
Mark and Lynne Vosbikian                           
Steve and Linda Vosbikian                           
Samuel and Diana Vosbikian                       
Gregory and Corinne Vosbikian                   
James and Marlene Yadavaia                      
Berj and Mary Yeretzian                               
John and Blanda Yilanjian                            
Robert and Nanette Zakian                          
TOTAL: $3,820.00 
 
JANICE BOYAJIAN PINKERTON 
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Alexanian                        
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Attarian                         
Robert and Elizabeth Barone                       
Gary and Lisa Berberian                               
Florence Boyajian                                        
David and Marta Brann                                 
Ayshe Chakmaklian                                      
Albert and Pauline Chapjian                         
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Damerjian Sr.               
Larry and Jeanette Der Hagopian                
Alice Dertadian                                            
Helen Dervishian                                          
Helen Guveyian                                           
Rose Jehanian                                              
Alice Karabian                                              
Richard and Helen Kazigian                         
Marge Keshgegian                                       
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Mirijanian                       
Gay Mukalian                                                
Barbara Papazian                                         
Linda Parnagian Preske                               
Alice Ohanessian                                          
Mary Sarkisian                                              
Nazarethian and Wiseley Families               
Berj and Mary Yeretzian                               
Rosemarie Zarzatian                                    
TOTAL: $995.00 
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STEWARDSHIP 2016 
 

*Stephen Ajemian, Florence Altoonian, Ralph and Nane Arpajian, John Arslanian, Hagop 
Arzoumanian, Arthur Baldadian, Peter and Robin Bilazarian, David and Marta Brann, Rich and 
Linda Boornazian, Florence Boyajian, Ayshe Chakmaklian, Alice Charles, Bob and Lorraine 
Damerjian, Larry and Jeanette Der Hagopian, *Larry and Kim Der Hagopian, Michael and Lynn 
Hajatian, Helen Gallagher, *Fr. Hakob and Yn. Anna Gevorgyan, Jack C. Goushian, Patrick and 
Arpeeneh Griffin, Larry and Dorothy Grocott, John and Meredith Hanamirian, Stephen and Nancy 
Hovnanian, Elizabeth Hovsepian, Brian and Joyce Hoyle, Harry and Mary Injaian, Mary 
Jamgochian, Pearl Jamgochian, Fred and Janet Jordan, *Berj and Alice Kalustyan, Alice 
Karabian, John Kash, Ronald A. Kashkashian, Virginia Knott, Henry and Brenda LeCompte, 
Richard and Florence Maloumian, Henry (Hank) Mardigian, Serge and Adrienne Minassian, Davit 
Mneyan and Anush Manukyan, Emily Movsesian, Don and Judy Paretchan, Michael and Tanya 
Paretchan, Alice Sisian, Denise Sisian, Ethel Terzian, Richard Weinsheimer, Kim and Gena 
Willard, Gregory and Diane Yazujian, Rosemarie Zarzatian 

Total: $32,632.59 
* New stewards since last listing 
 

STEWARDSHIP 2017 
 

John S. Bandaian Sr., Elizabeth Hovsepian, Alice Karabian, Ronald A. Kashkashian, Virginia 
Knott, Emily Movsesian, Don and Judy Paretchan, Michael and Tanya Paretchan, Kim and Gena 
Willard, Gregory and Diane Yazujian 

Total: $6,245.00 
 

OTHER DONATIONS 
 

Mass Card for Robert Arabian 
Russ and Maggie Tandourjian 
 

Mass Card for Ronald Faust 
Pearl and Mary Jamgochian 
 

In memory of Albert Momjian 
Kim and Gena Willard 
 

In memory of Beatrice H. Brown 
Tina and Duane Daniels 
James and Jodi Elliott 
 

In memory of Rose Tourigian 
Kim and Gena Willard 
 

In memory of Arousiag Kelyan 
David and Marta Brann 
Larry and Jeanette Der Hagopian 
Merle Santerian 
Walter Young and Roxanne Young 
 

In memory of Arthur Aznavuryan 
Armenoui Aznavuryan 
Carlo Aznavuryan 
 

In memory of Florence 
Altoonian 
Almas Altoonian 
David and Marta Brann 
Richard Kazigian 
Rick and Deb Kazigian 
Harry and Anita Mirijanian 
Mary Sarkisian 
Mrs. Carol Temoyan 

Mr. and Mrs. George Paroonagian 
Karen and Gary Zimmerman 
In memory of Philip Kazanjian 
Berj and Sue Goushian 
Nancy and John Goushian 
Merle Santerian 
Sam and Bernardine Vallerio 
 

In memory of Vaskene 
Euksuzian 
Pierre and Marian Avedissian 
Robert and Mary Baker 
Alfred and Florisa Cascarina 
Honey Vartabedian and Vicky 
Dalio & Family 
Ara and Zumrut Eloian 
Mary Javian 
Adrienne Movsesian 
Grace Pakhtigian 
Kevork and Rosette Proodian 
Armen and Rose Zartarian 
Rosemarie Zarzatian 
 

In memory of Arsha Louise 
Durgerian 
Stephen and Sandra Selverian 
 

Looys Donation 
Lisa Lawrence 
 

General Donation 
Jan Mirijanian 
 

Additional  50th Anniversary 
Sponsors (Category) 
John and Tamar Arslanian (Angel) 
Sona Markarian in honor of  
-  Gloria Basmajian (Angel) 
Jenev Chakamian in honor of  
- Gloria Basmajian (Samaritan) 
- Mary Sarkisian (Samaritan) 
 

In Thanksgiving 
Rosemary Zarzatian 
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LOOYS SUPPORTERS 
 

With sincere appreciation, we acknowledge and thank those who 
continue to contribute to our Color Upgrade, enabling us to 
produce the best newsletter possible. 
 

GENERAL DONORS 
 

Rev. Fr. Hakob & Yn. Anna Gevorgyan,  Larry & Jeanette Der 
Hagopian,  Nancy & Gloria Basmajian, Terri & David Mears, Lynn 
& Michael Hajatian, Melinee Derassouyan, Don & Judy Paretchan, 
Penny Hajatian, Karnig & Alice Torossian, Stephen & Nancy 
Hovnanian, Greg & Maria Javardian, Gary Berberian, Bob & 
Lorraine Damerjian, Gale Zorian, Hagop & Sonia Ergenian, Nauver 
Zerounian, Harry & Grace Surabian, David & Marta Brann 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

 Vahan Boyajian by Florence Boyajian 
 Nicole Der Hagopian by Kim & Gena Willard 
 Robert “Bobby” Sarkisian by Mary Sarkisian 
 Elizabeth “Bettie” Arslanian by John Arslanian 
 Armenag & Valentina Kashkashian by Ronald A. Kashkashian 
 Kayane & Garabed Goushian and John Goushian by Mr. & Mrs. Berj Goushian 
 Ned & Corinne Santerian by Merle Santerian 
 Kachig & Beatrice Minassian by Serge & Adrienne Minassian 
 Karnig & Rose Thomassian by Carlene & Lucille Thomassian 
 Diramayr Serbouhi Arzoumanian by Hagop Arzoumanian 
 Archdeacon Menas & Anna Maloumian by Richard & Florence Maloumian 
 Joseph & Mary Serabian, Pearl Serabian Joseph & Dorothy Walton by Larry 

& Dorothy Serabian Grocott 
 

If I could See 
 

If I could see ahead of me, down all the future years, 
could tell the measure of each one – their weight of joys and tears. 

I could not bear it, Father God, ‘twould fill me with despair; 
the sight would break my human mind with such a load of care. 

 

If I could see ahead of me for only one short year, 
what joys would cause my heart to leap? What trials would bring me fear? 

I could not do it, Father God!  My strength is much too small. 
Even one year would be too long to know what would befall. 

 

If I could see ahead of me for this one single day, 
from early morning to the moon and on to sunset’s ray, 

My God, I am so very weak that this one glimpse so small 
(Compared to what Thine eye dost view) would prove, to me, downfall. 

 

If I could see ahead of me, two pitfalls would be near. 
I’d find no happiness today because of future fear. 

Or else I would too careless grow about my walk this day, 
Because of distant time I’d see when I could change my way. 

 

Thy plan was wise, dear Father God, to veil it from our sight, 
And keep the future safely hid in shades of deepest night. 

We do not want to see ahead!    Our days, our months, our years 
are safely in Thy keeping held and this will calm our fears. 



1800 JFK Boulevard, Suite 300 Philadelphia, PA 19103 • 18 East 41st Street, 6th Floor New York, NY 10017 

1010 N. Bancroft Parkway, Suite 22 Wilmington, DE 19805

215.326.9179 • 302.722.6855 • ag@garibianlaw.com • www.garibianlaw.com

PRACTICE 

AREAS

Commercial and 

Corporate Litigation

Business Formation 

and Contract 

Analysis

Construction and 

Product Liability 

Litigation

Insurance Litigation

General Civil 

Litigation

Mediation and 

Alternative Dispute 

Resolution

Garibian Law Ofices, P.C. represents clients 

throughout Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 

New York and Delaware. The irm offers  

experienced legal service and representation 

uniquely tailored to the speciic needs of 

each client.

We aggressively ight for individuals and 

businesses who ind themselves involved in 

legal disputes and litigation. It is our mission 

to protect our clients’ interests and to deliver 

results. We also provide careful and strategic 

advice and counsel to businesses across a 

variety of sectors with respect to business 

formation, contract analysis, strategy planning and the challenges faced by business 

owners on a daily basis.

It is a special privilege to have been raised in the Philadelphia Armenian Community 

and to be able to continue the legacy of our parents and grandparents. Please contact 

Garibian Law Ofices if our irm may be of service to you.

Antranig Garibian is pleased 
to announce the opening of  
Garibian Law Ofices, P.C.
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50 YEARS STRONG 
By Margo Silk 
 

A celebration of Holy Trinity Armenian 
Church of Cheltenham’s consecration 50 
years ago to the day took place on Sunday, 
September 18, 2016, beginning with His 
Eminence, Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, 
celebrating the Badarak. The theme of his 
sermon that carried us through the day was 
“love.”  Even in his remarks later at the 
banquet, he expressed his joy to be in the 
“city of love” with the Holy Trinity parish 
where he felt the spirit of unity.  Srpazan 
emphasized how we are connected with 
each other not only in the parish but also 
with our clergy, sisters from the Armenian 
Sisters Academy and friends throughout the 
Philadelphia Armenian community. 
 

Citing St. Paul, “the church is the body and the head is Christ,” Srpazan reminded us that regardless of our church 
members’ birthplaces and cultural differences, we are united as followers of Christ.  He recalled a personal moment when 
he recently witnessed soldiers on the front line in Armenia wearing crosses and making the sign of the cross.   
 

“This is the best symbol of love, sacrifice, victory and resurrection.  Christ has risen and given us life!” 
 

Srpazan also jubilantly recalled the sentiments of His Holiness Pope Francis who referenced the prayers of St. Gregory of 
Nareg at a service in Yerevan:  “This is the constitution of the Armenian Church and its people and this is why we need 
the Armenian Church and its people. It is the sign of the living church.”  
 

Addressing the 325 parishioners, with three- and four-generation families present, pastor Rev. Fr. Hakob Gevorgyan, 
reflected and asked, “why is this church important to you?”  He echoed the presence of Jesus, the Head and most 
important force that brings us together.  With his leadership, he continually reveals the lessons of love and fosters the 
unity among us.   
 

At the pinnacle of the program, two couples who exemplify the living church  - with their faith, dedication, and many acts of 
service - received the St. Vartan Award.  Nancy and Stephen Hovnanian together brought the Ararat Center to life and 
nurtured the development of it, naming one example of their legacy to the community.  Anne and George Terkanian are 
personally “always on call.”  George tends to the many electrical emergencies.  Anne not only lends her hand in the 
kitchen but has served as the CASP Administrative Data Manager for 11 years.  The list goes on for both couples. 

 

Stephen Ajemian, Gloria Basmajian, Ara and Virginia Sharkarjian, 
Angel Tookmanian, Michael Tookmanian, and Alice and 

Karnig Torossian were recipients of the Holy Trinity 
Parish Award.  These members have served in all 

areas of the church and in various capacities for 
over decades. 

 

Toastmaster Dr. Garo Garibian opened the 
program with his “genatz” saying, “don’t 
raise your glasses yet!” While holding up 
the Bible, he declared that God has a plan 
for us, and it is based in love.  The gift of 
love was evident as we listened to our 

talented church members:  Karinne 
Andonian sang, Elisa Barile played the 

piano, Peter Ohnigian, Ashot Balasanyan and 
Anton Balasanyan recited meaningful poems 

capturing the Armenian spirit.  Gary Altoonian 
created a video of our church’s pictorial history that 

highlighted the special moments starting with the 
groundbreaking long before the consecration in 1966. 
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Der Hakob thanked the banquet chairs, 
Naomi and Rick Mukalian and Fran and Tom 
Torcomian.  He said, “they did such a good 
job, I might ask them to plan another 
banquet.” Others who participated were 
Merle Santerian with her warm welcome, 
Antranig Garibian, emcee, and the many 
committee members who volunteered for the 
past few months.  Head chef Tavit Murray 
was called out of the kitchen for a special 
thank you in preparing a delicious and 
beautifully presented meal. 
 

As important were the sponsors who 
graciously and generously offered their 
financial support to make this celebration 
possible.  We are 50 years strong and 
looking forward to the next 50!  
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2016 BAZAAR SUCCESS 
 

Harvest Bazaar Wins the Blue Ribbon Once Again! 
There couldn’t have been a better weekend than the last one in October to hold our annual Harvest Bazaar…spring-like 
weather, not a drop of rain to hinder the outdoor chefs, and sumptuous food lovingly prepared by our fabulous cooks and 
bakers.  There was something for everyone:  Gift  & Silent 
Auctions, a fully-stocked Country Store, the “anything-and-
everything” Attic Treasures, Bake Shoppe, fine artwork 
and vibrant jewelry. Best of all were the scores of children 
festively dressed for the Halloween Parade.  It doesn’t get 
much better than that. 
 
Of course, an event like this doesn’t just “happen” – it 
does take a village as we all know.  At the top of the 
pyramid was “five-timer,” Barbara Harmon, heading up 
the whole thing.  She is a dynamo with amazing attention 
to detail.   Robbie Barone was the outdoor chefmeister 
with a major assist by Larry D. Der Hagopian, Matt 
Sadjian and a band of others. Other team leaders were 
Barbara Harmon, Anne Terkanian and Talene Peckjian 
(Advance Food Prep); Berjoohy Murray (Bake Shoppe); 
Lorraine Damerjian (Country Store); Ayshe Chakmaklian, 
Liz Barone and Pauline Chapjian with an assist from 
Adrienne Movsesian, Joyce Killian and Grace 
Meranshian (Attic Treasures); Linda Boornazian and 
Margo Silk (Gift Auctions);  Merle Santerian and Yn. Anna 
(décor and more); Rick Mukalian (head cashier); and Tom Harmon and Shant Kapeghian (bar).   
 
Honorable mention goes to those who spent almost their entire weekend in the kitchen, alongside Barbara:  Vicki 
Gureghian , Alyssa Worrell, Maral Torossian Davis, Angel Tookmanian, Lisa Beberian, and Janice King.  Not to be 
forgotten and lending major assistance were:  Alice Torossian, Maria Javardian, Tanya Paretchan, Karine Karakhanian, 
and a bevy of support people too numerous to mention, but so important to the entire undertaking. 
 
This year produced another successful bazaar – in all ways - and we especially thank all those who supported it in any 
way:  with donations, with service and with your attendance.  We hope you enjoyed it as much as we did! 
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Wackerman Funeral Home 
AUSTIN C. WACKERMAN 

ELIZABETH WACKERMAN BAILEY 
EMILY WACKERMAN WHITLATCH 

 

8060 VERREE ROAD               PHILADELPHIA, PA  19111 
Phone: 215-342-5200                 Fax: 215-725-3787 

Diana Lulejian 
REALTOR ® 
Cell: (267) 242‐9125 
Office: (215) 340‐5700x153 
Fax: (215) 340‐6699 
dlulejian@kw.com 
www.dianadeals.com 
 

 
 

 
R E A L     E S T A T E    
2003 South Easton Road, Suite 108 
Doylestown, PA 18901 
Each office is Independently Owned and Operated 

 

Harvest Bazaar Gift Auctions 
This year there were so many wonderful donations from 
regular and first-time donors, we decided to add a Silent 
Auction to the Chinese Gift Basket Auction at our October 
2016 Harvest Bazaar.  We also gave a special discount if 
you bought $20 in tickets.  The results are that we more than 
doubled the revenue from last year.  We want to thank 
everyone who donated and those that bought tickets 
(especially those that bought more tickets) and those that 
participated in our silent auction.  The generosity of our 
parishioners and the Armenian family was truly amazing.   
  
The gifts this year were amazing.  The gift auction committee 
would like to thank the following contributors for their 
generous, charitable donations of auction items this year: 
Marge and Ray Ayoub, Eileen and Gary Altoonian; 
Deskouhy and Martin Attarian; Nancy and Gloria 
Basmajian; Phil Magee/Blake Florist; Linda and Rich 
Boornazian; Florence Boyajian; Marta and David Brann; 
Stacey and Alen Cakiryan; Jeanette and Larry Der 
Hagopian; Kim and Larry Der Hagopian; Cecelia and Garo 
Garibian; Sabrina and Antranig Garibian (Garibian Law 
Office); Lynn and Michael Hajatian: Barbara and Tom 
Harmon; Ladies of Holy Trinity; Steve and Nancy 
Hovnanian; Bob and Sue Karpinski; Robert and Janice 
King, Grace and Greg Meranshian; Leslie and Paul 
Movsesian; Naomi and Rick Mukalian; Berjoohy Murray; 
David and Stacy Murray;  Tanya and Michael Paretchan;  
Anna Polizzi; Merle Santerian and Family; Donna Sarkisian; 
Season's 52: Anne and George Terkanian; Ethel Terzian, 
Angel Tookmanian, Gena and Kim Willard.   
 
Looking forward to next year with three special requests.  
The item that brought in the most revenue was the beach 
house for a weekend.  Special thanks to Anne and George 
for being willing to do this.  If several families could donate a 
week of their beach house next year, we may be able to 
double the revenue from this year.  A nice oriental rug new 
or used would also be nice.  Lastly, we would like volunteers 
to provide restaurants or businesses with donation request 
letters like we did for Season's 52 restaurant.  This is a time consuming but free way to get additional revenue.  Please 
see Linda Boornazian or Margo Silk for more information.   
 
Thank you again for all your support.   
Gift Auction Committee 

 

A SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY FOR THE RIGHT PERSON 
Looking for someone who may be interested in Chairing or Co-Chairing the 
Sunday Coffee Hour coordination.  If that is YOU, please contact Merle 
Santerian for information, at 215-947-3777 or 215-205-1507.    

 
 “And now may the Lord show kindness and truth to you. I 
also will repay you this kindness, because you have done this 
thing.”      2 Samuel 2:6 



PLATINUM -  $250.00

Arthur and KC Baldadian                                                                                    
Gary, Lisa & Victoria Berberian  
 in memory of the Canonized 1915 Genocide Saints                                             
Jim Faridy  
 in memory of my father & mother: Philip & Martha Abrahamian                                                     
Stephen & Nancy Hovnanian  
 in memory of Jirair & Elizabeth Hovnanian and Diran Shakarjian                                                                                                     
Albert Kapeghian Family  
 in memory of Naomi Kapeghian and Kapeghian, Kupelian & Cholakian Families                                                                                          
Ronald A. Kashkashian  
 in memory of Arsen, Katherine, John & Nicholas Kashkashian                                                                                                              
In memory of Berjouhe Paroonagian Gallo by her children, Carol Temoyan, George & Linda Paroonagian, her    
grandchildren Christine Temoyan, Laura Yavru-Sakuk, Kim & Chris Tashjian & her great-grandchildren  
 Talia, Sophie, Nina & Zachary on the 40th day of her passing  
Kim and Gena Willard  
 in honor of our parents, Larry & Jeanette Der Hagopian

GOLD - $100.00 (+)

Doris Alahverde  
 in memory of Armen J. Alahverde Sr.               
John Arslanian  
 in memory of Ovsanna & Abraham, Mariam & Mardiros Kalemkeran                                                                                                                                       
Robert and Elizabeth Barone  
 in memory of Albert &  Nevart Sarkessian and Luke & Alberta Barone                                                                                                 
Florence Boyajian  
 in memory of Vahan Boyajian 
David and Marta Brann  
 in memory of Armenas & Marta Mirakian and Deacon Krikor & Margaret Ohanian                                                                                             
Bryers Funeral Home  
 in memory of Ann Bryers
Robert and Lorraine Damerjian  
 in memory of those who have recently passed
Larry and Kim Der Hagopian                                                                            
Rev. Fr. Hakob and Yn. Anna Gevorgyan   
Greg and Maria Javardian  
 in memory of Antranik and Virginia Javardian
Edward and Carol Kaiserian  
 in memory of Ardashes & Sara Kaiserian
Alice Karabian  
 in memory of Mike & Rose Karabian, Ruth DeStefano, Baghdazar & Altoon Karabian                                                                                               
Robert and Susan Karpinski & David Ambarian  
 in memory of Ara and Lillian Ambarian                                                 
John Kash  
 in memory of Nevrig & Kegham Kash and Debbie Hanamirian 
Joyce Killian  
 in memory of Patrick Killian and John & Dorothy Chalikian    
Don & Judy Paretchan  
 in memory of Mary & Sooren Paretchan

2016
Harvest
Bazaar



Chris Sadjian Peacock & Ernie Peacock  
 in memory of Elizabeth & Souren Sadjian                                                                                                            
Dave & Terri Mears  
 in memory of Charles & Polly Mears and Souren & Betty Sadjian                                                                                                                          
Tom Swartz & Karen Vartanian  

 in memory of Mary & Kappy Kapeghian 
Jack Vishab  
 in memory of Helen Vishab
Richard Weinsheimer  
 in memory of Evelyn Weinsheimer  

SILVER - $50.00

Anton Balasanyan  
 in memory of Veronika Balasanyan                                   
Alice Charles                                                                                                     
Hagop and Sonia Ergenian  
 in memory of Ergenian, Zoolalian & Marzuco Families                                                                                                      
Mardie Juskalian       
Mickey Sherian  
 in memory of Vaughan and Arax Damghajian  
Michael Tookmanian  
 in memory of Elizabeth & Garabed Tookmanian  
Richard and Linda Vishab                                                  

BRONZE - $25.00

Armenoui Aznavuryan   
Donna Hagopian & Ashley Marshall  
 in memory of  George Hagopian
Janice, Robert, Scott & Jaclyn King  
 in memory of Naomi Kapeghian
Harout and Sonia Nalbandian  
 in memory of Sarkis Nalbandian, Sembut & Zarouhi Dramgotchian                                                                                                                             
Linda Parnagian Preske  
 in memory of Martin V. Parnagian
Angel Tookmanian  
 in memory of Arshag & Eugenie Yeterian

DONATION OF LARGE BAZAAR SIGNS & APRONS
 

Shant Kapeghian

Economy Roofing and Siding
  
hank you to those that have donated to our Bufet:
Larry and Jeanette DerHagopian
Yn. Anna Gevorgyan
Alice Torossian
Anne Terkanian
 
OTHER DONATION (Platinum)
Walter Bagian - In memory of Sally Bagian
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Contact Information 
 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
101 Ashmead Road, Cheltenham, PA 19012 

www.holytrinity-pa.org 
 

Items for inclusion in the Sunday Messenger or requests for Requiem Services or Special Prayers 
should be sent to the church office by Wednesday for the upcoming Sunday.  For all emergencies, 
please contact Rev. Fr. Hakob Gevorgyan at the church 215-663-1600 (cell 917-213-8658). 
 
CHURCH INFORMATION 

Office Telephone: 215-663-1600  
Office Fax: 215-663-1757 
Pastor: Rev. Fr. Hakob Gevorgyan 

frhakob@holytrinity-pa.org 
Church Secretary: Maggie Miller 

office@holytrinity-pa.org 
 

REGULAR SUNDAY HOURS OF WORSHIP 
 Morning Service: 10:00 AM 
 Divine Liturgy (Soorp Badarak): 10:30 AM 

 Church School: 10:15 AM 
 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 
John Hanamirian (Chair)  215-431-0589 
Merle Santerian (Vice Chair)  215-947-3777 
Brian Hoyle (Secretary)  609-654-0081 
Gary Berberian (Treasurer)   609-871-3782 
Gregory Javardian (Asst. Treasurer)  215-938-7893 
Anton Balasanyan   267-237-7492 
Elizabeth Barone    610-449-2236 
Larry D. Der Hagopian  215-489-7116 
Garo Garibian  215-884-9292 
Barbara Harmon  609-605-0489 
Richard D. Mukalian  610-296-2769 
 
DIOCESAN DELEGATES 
Nancy Basmajian   215-722-3369 
John Hanamirian   856-489-9809 
Anne Terkanian    215-822-8436 
 

CHOIR 
Jeanette Der Hagopian (Co-Director)  215-672-4188 
Karinne’ Andonian (Co-Director)  609-760-4993 
Lorraine Damerjian (Organist)   215-572-8465 
Steve Aslanian (Treasurer)  215-757-2622 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Yn. Anna Gevorgyan (Superintendent)  215-938-1313 
Patti Ayjian Smith (Superintendent) 610-812-6052 
 

MEN'S CLUB 
Harry Mirijanian (Chairman)   215-333-7723 
Michael Paretchan (Treasurer)  215-947-4394 
Michael Tookmanian (Assistant)  215-637-8304 
 

BOOKSTORE 
Gloria Basmajian  215-722-3369 
Virginia Shakarjian  215-886-1904 

 
 
 

ACYOA Jrs. 
Andrew Movsesian (Co-Chair) 
Peter Ohnigian (Co-Chair) 
Leslie Movsesian  (Treasurer)      201-801-2725 
Robert Ohnigian (Parent Advisor) 610-716-7452 
 

WOMEN'S GUILD 
Elizabeth Barone (Chair) 610-449-2236 
Loraine Damerjian (Treasurer)  215-572-8465 
Melissa Paretchan (I.T.) 215-743-6925 
 

INTERCOMMUNAL 
Ara Shakarjian 215-886-1904 
Harry Mirijanian 215-333-7723 
Tanya Paretchan 215-947-4394 
Emily Movsesian   734-277-2753 
 

COFFEE HOUR COORDINATOR 
Merle Santerian 215-947-3777 
 

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Nancy Basmajian (Director) 215-722-3369 
  

Editorial Staff  
Rev. Fr. Hakob Gevorgyan 

Jeanette Der Hagopian 
Larry D. Der Hagopian 

Maggie Miller 
Naomi Mukalian 

 
Photographers 
John Alexanian 
Ara Shakarjian 

 
 
 

The mission of the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox 
Church is to preach the Gospel of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ and to proclaim its message of 
salvation. This mission is realized through 
worship, education, witness, service, and a 
common life in Christ as expressed in the 

distinctive faith- experience of the Armenian 
people. All the  faithful of the Armenian  

Church – both clergy and  laity – are called to 
participate fully in this mission. 



 

 

 
 

JOHN J. BRYERS 

FUNERAL HOME, INC. 
BEST PRICES GUARANTEE 

 

215-659-1630 

www.BRYERSFH.com/Holy.html 
 
 

Knowledgeable in the Traditions 
and Customs of the Armenian Apostolic Church 

 
 

JOHN J. BRYERS, F.D.                 JEFFERY S. THOMPSON, SUPERVR. 
 

406 North Easton Road    Willow Grove, PA 19090 
 

Traditional services for $7995 not including cemetery and cash advance items and discount for pre-payments 

 
Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
101 Ashmead Road 
Cheltenham, PA 19012-1501 
 
 
Return Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Rush, Dated Material 
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